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Santa Barbara City College


Department of Earth and Planetary Sciences


Earth 131 - Geologic Field Studies 


in the Eastern Sierra Nevada


Prefield Trip Orientation

Welcome to what may be one of the most meaningful academic experiences you will have in your college career!  Many students who have participated in our field studies trips have returned with a new appreciation for the incredible beauty of our earth.  In the greatest outdoor hands-on laboratory, you learn about rocks, minerals, fossils, geologic processes, the earth’s history, and what may be in its future.  Your teachers have extensive knowledge and experience in the field and are eager to share it with you.  In order to gain more understanding and to increase your appreciation of the Eastern Sierra Nevada, you will keep a notebook of lecture stops and take morning quizzes to review each day’s learning.  Approximately two weeks after the trip, you will be given a final exam.  So bring your notebook, camera, and lots of film to record one of the best trips you will ever have!

Course Requirements and Grading.


Lecture Stop Attendance.  The first lecture will be approximately 1-1/2 - 2 hours after leaving campus.  Lectures may vary in 

length from 45 minutes to 2-1/2 hours.  There may be as many as eight lecture stops per day.


Field Trip Notebook.  Neat (recopied if necessary) and complete field notes worth 1/3 of your grade.  You will turn in your completed 
field trip notebook on Sunday morning when you get on the bus prior to returning to Santa Barbara.  They will be graded and returned approximately ten days after the end of the trip.


Morning Quizzes.  Five quizzes worth 1/3 of your grade.  The first quiz on Thursday morning will include the Geologic Time Scale.


Final Exam.  The final exam, worth 1/3 of your grade, will be given approximately a week after the notebooks are returned.  Specific dates will be announced.

Credit.  You will receive 2.7 units of credit for taking Earth 131.

Weather.  You will be outside at the mercy of extremes in weather.  The temperature may  be in the 80s or 90s during the day and may drop to the 20s at night.  The evenings in the Sierra are not like the mild, balmy evenings in Santa Barbara.  During the trip, we will be at elevations up to 3500+ foot elevations.  It may rain.
Conduct.  Please remember, as a participant on this field studies course, you are a representative of Santa Barbara City College; therefore, we ask that you conduct yourself in a way that reflects well on SBCC.

Packing Your Gear.  When packing for the trip, refer to the Equipment List for Geology Field Trips you received when you paid the cashier.  Put your name on everything you bring.  Bring your gear in durable luggage.  No backpacks with frames, please.  Your luggage will be handled roughly.  Do not pack breakables.  Bring a separate backpack to carry items you will need during the day.  You will not be reunited with your luggage until we arrive in camp each evening.  If you are bringing a beach chair, keep it with you during the day.

Preparation for Departure.



Luggage:
Tuesday, October 11, 7:30 – 11:00 a.m.  Bring your luggage to the EBS loading dock on Tuesday, October 11, between 7:30 a.m. and 11:00 a.m.  Be sure to clearly label all your gear.  You will not see your gear again until camp on Wednesday, October 12.

When:
Wednesday, October 12, 5:30 am sharp!  You must be on campus no later than 5:30 am.  DON’T BE LATE!!!  If you tend to oversleep, make arrangements for someone to give you a wake-up call.  

Have someone bring you to campus.  No cars are permitted to be parked on campus for the duration of the trip.  When you return on Sunday, you may use a phone in the department to call for a ride. 


Check In:
Go to EBS 123 for check in and field trip notebook pickup.

Boarding the Bus:
Proceed to buses when directed.  Restrooms on campus will be open prior to departure. Remember to take on the bus your lunch, a filled container of water, swimsuit for possible swim stop, and all items you will need during the day.  The caravan leaves when packing is completed and all students have checked in which is 6:00 a.m.


Arriving Late:
If you arrive after the bus has left, please do not follow in your own vehicle.  Our insurance does not extend to 


private vehicles.  We cannot guarantee you a refund.

On the Road.


Lecture Stops.  Our first stop is approximately 1-1/2 - 2 hours after leaving campus.  Be prepared to hike and take notes.  You 

may bring on the bus a compact beach chair or something soft to sit on for use at lecture stops.


Civilization Stops.  In general, we do not stop at gas stations, convenience stores, etc.  Plan ahead and bring more than enough 

film and personal supplies to last you five days.


Lunch.  Bring a lunch to be eaten enroute the first day of the trip.  A container with drinking water is essential.  Water for your 

container will be provided after the first day.


Camp.  While enroute the first day, read in your field trip notebook the Field Trip Information Sheet for details about work crews, 
camp protocol, etc. and the Field Trip Safety Guidelines and Emergency Procedures for Students.
Returning to Campus.  We will return to campus between 6 and 7 p.m. on October 16.  If you need to call someone to pick you up, you may use a phone in the department office, room EBS 114.
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Keep this sheet for reference..
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